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From: John Ford
To: Board (@smcta.com)
Cc: cacsecretary [@smcta.com]
Subject: Letter in Support of Countywide TDM Funding in Measure W
Date: Friday, September 27, 2019 11:03:33 AM
Attachments: SMCTA Measure W Project Letter.pdf

Attached please find a letter addressed to the San Mateo County Transportation Authority’s board of
directors expressing Commute.org’s support for the staff recommendation to include Countywide
TDM as a project subcategory in Measure W.

Thank you.

John Ford
Executive Director
V: 650-588-8170 ext. 105 | E: john@commute.org

Working Together to Improve Our San Mateo County Commute
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From: Theresa Vallez-Kelly
To: cacsecretary [@smcta.com]; Board (@smcta.com)
Cc: Slavit, Joel
Subject: One More Letter - Thank you from Safe Routes to School
Date: Friday, September 27, 2019 1:27:39 PM
Attachments: image001.png

WoodrowWilson_TA_CAC.pdf

Hello again,

Another letter from Safe Routes to School is attached.

Theresa

Theresa Vallez-Kelly, MPH
Coordinator, Safe Routes to School and TUPE
Student Services Division
San Mateo County Office of Education
(650) 598-2179
tvkelly@smcoe.org

mailto:cacsecretary@smcta.com
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Dear San Mateo County Transportation Authority Board and Citizens Advisory Committee, 
 
Safe Routes to School has completely revolutionized our school.  
 
Two years ago, we were approached to apply for a Safe Routes to School grant because of the 
high number of biking and pedestrian accidents surrounding our school. We had no idea what 
to expect so figured we’d try it! Since then, our campus has been completely transformed. 
 
We now have a Safety Patrol who greets families every day as they come to school. They cross 
families as they walk across the street. During Student Council elections, students ran for every 
office in our school and cited their leadership from the Safety Patrol as a reason to continue 
serving our community. Last year, after a walk audit, parents advocated for the City to increase 
the timing of the stop light and they did.  
 
Because of our partnership we participated in a Bike Rodeo and many kids learned to ride bikes 
for the first time. 
 
We are a safer and happier community because of the opportunity to partner with Safe Routes 
to School. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions! We are grateful for the partnership and guidance 
of Safe Routes to School and are happy to hear that the Transportation Authority has added a 
separate category for Safe Routes in the strategic plan! 
 
Thanks, 
 


Sara Rich 
Principal 
Woodrow Wilson Elementary, Daly City 
 
 







 
 
 
 
Dear San Mateo County Transportation Authority Board and Citizens Advisory Committee, 
 
Safe Routes to School has completely revolutionized our school.  
 
Two years ago, we were approached to apply for a Safe Routes to School grant because of the 
high number of biking and pedestrian accidents surrounding our school. We had no idea what 
to expect so figured we’d try it! Since then, our campus has been completely transformed. 
 
We now have a Safety Patrol who greets families every day as they come to school. They cross 
families as they walk across the street. During Student Council elections, students ran for every 
office in our school and cited their leadership from the Safety Patrol as a reason to continue 
serving our community. Last year, after a walk audit, parents advocated for the City to increase 
the timing of the stop light and they did.  
 
Because of our partnership we participated in a Bike Rodeo and many kids learned to ride bikes 
for the first time. 
 
We are a safer and happier community because of the opportunity to partner with Safe Routes 
to School. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions! We are grateful for the partnership and guidance 
of Safe Routes to School and are happy to hear that the Transportation Authority has added a 
separate category for Safe Routes in the strategic plan! 
 
Thanks, 
 

Sara Rich 
Principal 
Woodrow Wilson Elementary, Daly City 
 
 



From: Theresa Vallez-Kelly
To: Board (@smcta.com)
Cc: Slavit, Joel
Subject: Thank You from Safe Routes to School!
Date: Friday, September 27, 2019 12:04:23 PM
Attachments: image001.png
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Dear Transportation Authority Board,
 
Several letters of support are attached offering gratitude for the inclusion of Safe Routes to School in
the Transportation Authority Strategic Plan. This news has created a lot of excitement in school
districts across the county!
 
Sincerely,
 
Theresa Vallez-Kelly
 
Theresa Vallez-Kelly, MPH
Coordinator, Safe Routes to School and TUPE
Student Services Division
San Mateo County Office of Education
(650) 598-2179
tvkelly@smcoe.org
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SAN MATEO 
COUNTY
OFFICE OF 
EDUCATION


Excellence and Equity in Education
Nancy Magee • County Superintendent of Schools


September 27, 2019


San Mateo County Transportation Authority 
1250 San Carlos Ave.
San Carlos, CA 94070-1306


Dear San Mateo County Transportation Authority Board,


On behalf of San Mateo County Safe Routes to School, I would like to thank you for creating a separate 
category for Safe Routes to School in the 2020-2024 San Mateo County Transportation Authority Strategic 
Plan.


As you know, driving children to school by private vehicle and idling in the school vicinity contribute to 
traffic congestion and air pollution near schools, which can have adverse effects on student health as well as 
the local environment. Whereas, walking or biking to school can have a positive mental and physical impact 
on children and youth and help them arrive at school ready to learn.


San Mateo County Safe Routes to School works closely with school districts around the county to create safer 
campuses and educate children and their parents on the benefits of and options for traveling to school safely 
through active transportation. Funding from the Transportation Authority will help bolster these efforts and 
give schools the opportunity to address small capital infrastructure issues. For example, adding bike, scooter, 
and skateboard racks on campuses can increase ridership among students who live a mile or less from campus, 
as evidenced by many schools throughout the county.


The Safe Routes to School program continues to help transform schools. For example, the addition of school 
safety patrols at schools throughout the county has helped make drop-off/pick-up zones much safer for 
pedestrians and those students who arrive by car. Safe Routes to School has also funded pedestrian flag 
programs near San Carlos schools, which help make pedestrians more visible as they cross busy intersections. 
Additionally, Safe Routes to School helps build relationships, including one between Woodrow Wilson 
Elementary School and the City of Daly City that led to a crosswalk upgrade on Santa Barbara Avenue and 
additional time for pedestrians to cross John Daly Boulevard.


Thank you again for supporting San Mateo County Safe Routes to School in realizing our shared vision of a 
greener, healthier community and promoting greater self-reliance among San Mateo County children who are 
now able to walk and bike safely to school.


Sincerely,


Nancy Magee
San Mateo County Superintendent of Schools


101 Twin Dolphin Drive • Redwood City • CA • 94065-1064 • 650-802-5300 • www.smcoe.org
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September 26, 2019 
 
 
To: The San Mateo County Transportation Authority Board and the San 
Mateo County Citizens Advisory Committee. 
 
 
The Burlingame School District has been a recipient of the Safe Routes to 
School funding program for many years. It was through this support that we 
were able to expand the impact of encouraging students, families, and staff to 
choose alternative transportation for their commute to and from school. We 
have increased pedestrian safety, provided educational walking and biking 
opportunities, improved our bike facilities, and even implemented a bike 
repair program that provides free repair services and bikes to our community. 
Our partnership with the Safe Routes program has been instrumental in 
addressing school traffic congestion and we are hopeful recipients of future 
funding and programing opportunities.  
 
Due to the success that the Safe Routes program has had within our county 
school districts, funding for individual programs has had to balance program 
growth with the competitive challenge of more participating districts. With a 
successful Safe Routes program often comes a momentum for further 
growth, and thus a need for additional funding opportunities. For example, 
our success with encouraging biking has resulted in a need to provide greater 
bike facility capacity. To such ends we whole-heartedly support any 
opportunity to increase current funding, or establish new funding sources so 
that we, and all the other school districts, can continue to grow our programs.  
 
We at the Burlingame School would like to thank the San Mateo County 
Transportation Authority for considering our county’s schools in their strategic 
plan proposal. Through such funding opportunities we can continue to 
provide pedestrian safety improvements; alternative transportation education 
for our students, families, and staff; and address the need to grow our 
program with greater infrastructure and educational opportunities.  
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
 
Dr. Maggie MacIsaac 
BSD Superintendent 
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OFFICE OF 
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Excellence and Equity in Education
Nancy Magee • County Superintendent of Schools

September 27, 2019

San Mateo County Transportation Authority 
1250 San Carlos Ave.
San Carlos, CA 94070-1306

Dear San Mateo County Transportation Authority Board,

On behalf of San Mateo County Safe Routes to School, I would like to thank you for creating a separate 
category for Safe Routes to School in the 2020-2024 San Mateo County Transportation Authority Strategic 
Plan.

As you know, driving children to school by private vehicle and idling in the school vicinity contribute to 
traffic congestion and air pollution near schools, which can have adverse effects on student health as well as 
the local environment. Whereas, walking or biking to school can have a positive mental and physical impact 
on children and youth and help them arrive at school ready to learn.

San Mateo County Safe Routes to School works closely with school districts around the county to create safer 
campuses and educate children and their parents on the benefits of and options for traveling to school safely 
through active transportation. Funding from the Transportation Authority will help bolster these efforts and 
give schools the opportunity to address small capital infrastructure issues. For example, adding bike, scooter, 
and skateboard racks on campuses can increase ridership among students who live a mile or less from campus, 
as evidenced by many schools throughout the county.

The Safe Routes to School program continues to help transform schools. For example, the addition of school 
safety patrols at schools throughout the county has helped make drop-off/pick-up zones much safer for 
pedestrians and those students who arrive by car. Safe Routes to School has also funded pedestrian flag 
programs near San Carlos schools, which help make pedestrians more visible as they cross busy intersections. 
Additionally, Safe Routes to School helps build relationships, including one between Woodrow Wilson 
Elementary School and the City of Daly City that led to a crosswalk upgrade on Santa Barbara Avenue and 
additional time for pedestrians to cross John Daly Boulevard.

Thank you again for supporting San Mateo County Safe Routes to School in realizing our shared vision of a 
greener, healthier community and promoting greater self-reliance among San Mateo County children who are 
now able to walk and bike safely to school.

Sincerely,

Nancy Magee
San Mateo County Superintendent of Schools

101 Twin Dolphin Drive • Redwood City • CA • 94065-1064 • 650-802-5300 • www.smcoe.org
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September 26, 2019 
 
 
To: The San Mateo County Transportation Authority Board and the San 
Mateo County Citizens Advisory Committee. 
 
 
The Burlingame School District has been a recipient of the Safe Routes to 
School funding program for many years. It was through this support that we 
were able to expand the impact of encouraging students, families, and staff to 
choose alternative transportation for their commute to and from school. We 
have increased pedestrian safety, provided educational walking and biking 
opportunities, improved our bike facilities, and even implemented a bike 
repair program that provides free repair services and bikes to our community. 
Our partnership with the Safe Routes program has been instrumental in 
addressing school traffic congestion and we are hopeful recipients of future 
funding and programing opportunities.  
 
Due to the success that the Safe Routes program has had within our county 
school districts, funding for individual programs has had to balance program 
growth with the competitive challenge of more participating districts. With a 
successful Safe Routes program often comes a momentum for further 
growth, and thus a need for additional funding opportunities. For example, 
our success with encouraging biking has resulted in a need to provide greater 
bike facility capacity. To such ends we whole-heartedly support any 
opportunity to increase current funding, or establish new funding sources so 
that we, and all the other school districts, can continue to grow our programs.  
 
We at the Burlingame School would like to thank the San Mateo County 
Transportation Authority for considering our county’s schools in their strategic 
plan proposal. Through such funding opportunities we can continue to 
provide pedestrian safety improvements; alternative transportation education 
for our students, families, and staff; and address the need to grow our 
program with greater infrastructure and educational opportunities.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Dr. Maggie MacIsaac 
BSD Superintendent 
 




