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Dear SMCTA and CCAG leaders,

I wanted to pass along the following graphic that demonstrates how Americans' beliefs may
not align with the realities of American demographics.  Take a look at the bottom few figures. 
Americans grossly overestimate the percentage of Americans who own cars and hold driver's
licenses.  This has likely contributed to the automobile-focused skew in our decisions
regarding residents' transportation needs and preferences.  I hope that going forward we can
make decisions reflecting the underappreciated number of people who don't drive.

Thanks for listening,

Mike Swire

mailto:mswire91@gmail.com
mailto:BoardSmcta@samtrans.com
mailto:cac@samtrans.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=ca6c80438ecc4f26998b4d3b31a4f2de-fcb07a85-f2
mailto:ashiramizu@smcgov.org

Estimated proportions are calculated by averaging
nearest whole percentage) to the question "If you had to guess, what percentage of American adults..." True proportions
were drawn from a variety of sources, including the U.S. Census Bureau, the Bureau of Labor Statistics, and polls by

YouGov and other polling firms.

weighted responses (ranging from 0% to 100%, rounded to the

True Estimated
proportion proportion
Have a household income over $1 million 0% @ 20%
Are transgender 1 : ® 21%
Have a household income over $500,000 @ 26%
Are Muslim ® 27%
Are Native American ® 27%
Are Jewish @ 30%
Live in New York City . @ 30%
Are gay or lesbian 3 [ ] ® 30%
Are atheists 3‘# [ ] @ 33%
Are bisexual [ ] ® 29%
Are members of a union [ ® 36%
Are vegan or vegetarian 5‘% [ ) ® 30%
Are Asian 6% @ ® 29%
Are a military veteran % @ ® 40%
Live in Texas | 9% @ @ 30%
Are left-handed 1% @ @ 34%
Live in California 12% @ ® 32%
Are Black 12% @ ® 1%
Have an advanced degree 12% @ ® 37%
Are first-generation immigrants 14% @ @ 33%
Are Hispanic 7% @ @ 39%
Are Catholic 2% @ ® 41%
Own a gun 32% @ ® 54%
Have at least a college degree 33% @ ® 47%
Have a household income over $100,000 [ 34% @@ 38%

Have a passport

Are Democrats

Are obese

Are Republicans

Are married

Have at least one child

Voted in the 2020 election

Have a household income over $50,000
Are white

Own a house

Are fully vaccinated against COVID-19
Have a pet

Are Christian

Have read a book in the past year

Have a household income over $25,000
Have a driver's license

Own a smartphone

Have flown on a plane

Own a car

Have at least a high school degree

0%

37% @@ 45%
42% @@ 51%

42% @ ® 56%
47% 0@ 50%
51% @@ 55%
57% @ 58%
61% @ 62%
50% @ ® 62%
59% @@ 64%
49% @ ® 65%
59% @==@ 66%
62% @@ 67%
58% @ ® 70%
50% @ ® 77%
62% @ @ 82%
68% @ ® 83%
76% @@ 85%
59% @ @ 88%
66% @ ® 88%
65% @ @ 89%
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